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Day 2 totals: 12 km, 4 hours

Today is our first full day of our walking! Departing

head to Black Gap, outside the western rim of the remarkable

geographical feature of Wilpena Pound. 17km long by 8km wide

the ‘Pound’ or’ Ikara’ is a stunning horseshoe shaped formation

of rugged stone ramparts enclosing an 8000ha central system of

valleys and gorges. According to Aboriginal legend, in the

dreamtime Wilpena (‘Ikara’) was created when two powerful

serpents (‘Akurra’) came upon a tribal ceremony of local

Adnyamathanha people. After devouring all the people, the

serpents’ huge bodies enclosed the land, forming the rim of the

Pound as we now see it.

With such history in mind, we enter the Pound through a pass

(Bridle Gap) and traverse the valley floor from west to east.

Walking amongst native grasses and pine forests of Native or

White Cypress-pine in the shadows of towering stone peaks and

ridges, we frequently spy inquisitive kangaroos and euros

cross our path and graze contentedly beside us. Overhead galahs

and cockatoos circle as we make our way across the Pound to

emerge at the historic Hills homestead. A short climb up

Wangara Lookout provides sublime views across the central

Pound.

Making our way along the well made trail through Pound Gap we

emerge at Wilpena Pound Resort, our accommodation for the

next two nights. This evening we enjoy drinks in Poddy Dodgers

Bar and dine in the Wilpena Pound restaurant.

Day 3 2 options: 14.6km (4 hrs) or 21.5 km (6 hrs)

Today is our most ambitious day’s walking, so we aim for an early

start after a satisfying breakfast in the Wilpena Pound restau

At an elevation of 1,171 m St Mary’s Peak is the highest peak in

the Flinders Ranges. We walk north from Wilpena Resort along a

well constructed trail through shade-giving forests of cypress

pine, crossing several creeks with the rocky ramparts of th

rearing proudly above us to our left. Eventually we begin to

scramble and climb steeply over bands of ancient rock amid a

native garden of yacca and cypress pine before emerging at the

lofty and rocky Tanderra Saddle. Our final climb from Tanderra

Saddle is spectacular, as we wind our way through burnt orange

cliffs of ancient quartzite sandstone and across stony slabs,

gaining spectacular views westwards across the Pound towards

Figure 6 Ikara | Wilpena Pound
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Figure
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Figure 2 View from St Mary Peak

Figure 3 North Star Hotel, Melrose

Figure 4 Luncheon at Skillogalee

Figure 5 Late afternoon in the Bunker Range
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Day 5 totals: 12 km, 5 hours

Today we explore further into the Flinders Ranges as we hike into

the remarkable spring-fed Blinman Pools, an oasis of wildlife in

the midst of the outback. Following the sinuous twists and turns

of Angorichina and Blinman Creeks, we traverse underneath high

rock walls and beside creeks lined with river red gums which

provide welcome shade along the way. Overhead soars the

wedge-tailed eagle – Australia’s largest bird of prey with an

unmistakeable wedge - shaped tail - and in the branches nest

honeyeaters, galahs and cockatoos.

Enjoy resting beside the pools with their pretty waterfalls and

remember if you’re very lucky and quiet, you may be rewarded as

wild ducks fly into rest on the calm waters. The tranquillity of the

Blinman Pools provides a perfect outback setting for our lunch

before we return to Angorichina and on to Parachilna for our final

evening’s drinks as we toast the sunset from the verandah of the

Prairie Hotel. If you’re feeling daring, why not enjoy the Prairie’s

famous Feral Feast topped off by a Quandong Pie.

DAY 6 totals: 5.5km, 2 hours

Today we delve further into the Australian outback as we head

towards Leigh Creek on the western edge of the Flinders Ranges

and on to the remarkable Aroona Dam Sanctuary, the site of

one of Australia’s most successful environmental rehabilitation

projects.

At Aroona, a marvellous natural area has been re-awakened and

a re-introduced colony of the once locally extinct timid and shy

yellow-footed rock wallabies now thrives, as do an impressive

array of other animals and birds and native plants. We explore

this unique part of the western Flinders, enjoying views towards

Lake Torrens to the west, Mt Scott to the south and the northern

Flinders Ranges.

Take in the sights and sounds of the Australian outback as we

traverse wetlands, and roam through rugged rocky outcrops and

across saltbush rich terrain and redgum- lined creeks. Enjoy

genuine outback hospitality as we partake of a late lunch at the

North Star Hotel Melrose before boarding our bus for the final

leg back to central Adelaide.

Figure 11 Aroona Dam Sanctuary

Figure 12 Remote walking in the Flinders with AWT

Figure 13 Wilkawillina Gorge walk


